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Introduction 
 
     An embargo is an official prohibition of commercial activity with a specific 

country. Nowadays, embargoes and threats of embargo are the preferred means of 

punishing, forcing and convincing the governments of rival states. Indeed, we are in 

the era of diplomacy. Methods of punishment and discussion have changed and armed 

conflicts are less frequent. Cyber-actions or embargoes are preferred. There is a vast 

network of exchanges and trade between countries, which makes it possible to activate 

the option of embargoes in case of conflicts. Embargoes have many reasons, including 

political, economic and diplomatic reasons, but their consequences can be brutal, 

notably on citizens because of the ensuing limited access to basic needs such as food, 

water or energy. It must be kept in mind that diplomatic relations must not harm 

populations by jeopardizing their fundamental rights, but remain a means of pressure 

between governments. Basic living necessities, guaranteed by the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, however are the first to be hit, since embargoes affect 

the economy and the balance of trade. The UN and member states must be consulted 

in cases where citizens find themselves victims. There are always more pacifistic 

options and we must keep in mind that brutal measures are not sustainable solutions. 

One only has to look at the history of embargoes and see that in many cases citizens 

have faced serious problems of poverty. Discussions in the Economic and Social 

Council will focus on the possibilities of reducing these consequences on populations.  

 
 
 
 

 



Definition of Key Terms 
 

Basic living necessities 

Also called physiological needs, vital needs are the material elements that allow the             

survival of the individual. They are therefore fundamental to the dignity of populations.             

According to Maslow's hierarchy pyramid of needs, they constitute the first level of needs,              

including the need to eat, to have a home, to heat oneself, etc. 

 

 

Hierarchy pyramid of fundamental living elements by Maslow 

 

Diplomacy 

Diplomacy is the political practice concerning relations between states, representation          

of the interests of a foreign government, administration of international affairs, direction and             

execution of negotiations between states (embassy, legation, consulate). In the 21st century,            

 

https://www.mieux-vivre-autrement.com/les-besoins-fondamentaux-etre-humain.html


diplomacy is the primary form of communication (and aggression) between states, with            

embargoes being the consequence of diplomatic decisions.  

 

Embargo 

An embargo is the official prohibition of commercial activity with a particular            

country. The term "embargo" can be confused with the term "blockade". But, in fact, a               

blockade is an operation aimed at cutting off supplies (food, weapons...) or communications             

from an area (city, region, country) by force. However, embargoes (or sanctions) are related              

to trade. The elements on which embargoes are implemented include technological products,            

luxury goods or raw materials such as oil and minerals. They often affect the well-being of                

the populations concerned. Furthermore, their economic influence prevents the people          

concerned from having a dignified life, since they do not, for example, have access to vital                

needs, or the products on which embargoes are imposed increase the price of other related               

products. All these scenarios affect the dignified conditions of the populations, with            

embargoes being their primary actor.  

 

Pacifistic options 

Pacifistic options are methods that direct political actions towards a solution of peace             

and diplomacy. It is obvious that this term is related to diplomacy and is most often used                 

while conducting negotiations. These options are encouraged rather than the implications of            

embargoes and armed conflicts because their effects are much less dangerous for the targeted              

populations. In short, pacifistic options are the only way to resolve problems by avoiding              

brutality and the numerous negative effects on citizens. 

 

Poverty 

Poverty can refer to the poor economic state of one individual or to a country with a                 

failing economy. A person who suffers from poverty is a person with insufficient resources.              

A country with insufficient resources can have an impoverished economy and can suffer from              

poverty. As an example, the coronavirus crisis is a reason for the increase in poverty since                

many people have lost their jobs, and they do not have the economic resources necessary to                

 



get through this difficulty. Poverty can be a consequence of war since the population is               

psychologically affected because of stress, and since a great social regression occurs with 

war.  

 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

GDP is an indicator that helps specify the size of a country's economy. This is               

relevant because GDP helps countries assess their economic growth or decline. The countries             

with the highest GDP are: United States, China, Japan, Germany. The countries with the              

lowest GDP are: Tuvalu, Kiribati, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

 

Trade exchange network 

Networking of all types of businesses exists between countries. Examples include           

energy, agricultural and food products, medicines, textile products, etc... An exchange           

network allows countries to trade and sell the products they produce within their respective              

country. It also allows them to buy products to which they do not have access because of                 

geographical, political reasons, etc… 

 

Sanctions 

A sanction is an act by which a purpose, an event, an action is endorsed by an                 

authority: a government, a country. It can also be defined as the consequence of a prohibited                

action. Sanctions should not be confused with embargoes. An embargo is a prohibition, while              

a sanction is the sum of the acts committed as response to a set of actions, events, etc.. It can                    

also be said that embargoes can be sub-forms of sanctions, e.g. a trade embargo is a sub-form                 

of an economic sanction. 

 

Violation of human rights 

Restriction of the fundamental rights of individuals, which may include torture or            

ill-treatment, arbitrary deprivation of the right to work and the right of movement, violations              

of the freedom of association and expression, the right to health, etc... This is a key problem                 

because there are embargoes, such as the one that the United States exercises on Cuba, which                

deprive people of  access to healthcare and medicines.  

 



 

 

Victim 

A person who suffers the injustices of someone, or who suffers from them. With              

regard to embargoes, a victim is the one who has been hit economically. This person is                

deprived, in this case, of important materials for a dignified life. If a person's goods are                

frozen, if access to vital needs is prevented, if tariffs are increased to a catastrophic point, the                 

person becomes a victim because he or she suffers from grave economic conditions. In short,               

the economic level is the first insurance of well being. Therefore, as soon as it is hit by an                   

embargo, one risks becoming a victim. 

 

 

General Overview 

 

The history of embargoes 

Before the contemporary era, many embargoes were implemented by empires. For           

example, the Ottoman Empire had imposed a number of embargoes on many countries such              

as France, Venice and the United Kingdom. They were imposed in 1535, 1479 and 1579               

respectively. By imposing embargoes, not only did the Ottoman Empire have political power             

over European countries, but it also had exclusive commercial rights, the right to open              

schools based on the Ottoman Empire, and so on.  

 

Another example is the Embargo Act of 1807, imposed by the U.S. Congress, which              

is counted among the first embargoes in modern history. Therefore, it can be said that               

embargoes have always been powerful weapons of diplomacy, aimed at establishing           

superiority over other countries. Certainly, methods and typologies have changed. Today,           

there are threats of embargoes by politically powerful countries against other countries in a              

position of fragility, so that they can be controlled. 

 

 

 



The difference between the embargoes of the past and contemporary          

embargoes 

Firstly, a close look at history shows that countries themselves implement an embargo             

to restrict the authorization granted to foreign traders to sell their goods within their territory.               

This was often a brutal decision to sabotage foreign traders.  

Secondly, although the embargoes observed today retain some influence from the           

methods of the past, they are significantly different. It’s clear that the embargoes are used               

more frequently nowadays than in the past. All countries are dependent on each other and it is                 

impossible for a government to obtain total autonomy by producing everything itself. This             

enormous network of trade between countries, this question of interdependence, increases the            

risk of serious problems in access to basic needs. It is therefore indisputable that the number                

of people affected is increasing in the contemporary era.  

Last but not least, the diversity of sectors affected by embargoes has increased. For example,               

embargoes used to be applied on specific products, especially fabric or food, such as sugar               

cane, whereas today we can see that there are embargoes on different areas such as arms,                

technology, raw materials, etc. 

 

The implementation of embargoes 

Nowadays, politically powerful countries tend to use their embargo enforcement          

options in the name of the "embargo threat". Embargo threats and embargoes themselves             

affect not only the targeted country, but also the citizens of the country. Although it is                

impossible to interfere with the embargo threat, since it is a diplomatic strategy, it is               

necessary to act if the implemented embargoes affect human rights. Such degradation is             

visible in the embargo that the United States has imposed on Cuba for several decades. In the                 

article written by Richard Garfield and Sarah Santana, the impact of the US embargo on the                

health of the Cuban population is clearly specified. Due to the decline in Cuba's gross               1

domestic income, the importation of medicines has become difficult, resulting in insufficient            

resources for the healthcare system. 

 

1 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/14147305_The_impact_of_the_economic_crisis_and_the_US_embargo_on_health_in_Cuba 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/14147305_The_impact_of_the_economic_crisis_and_the_US_embargo_on_health_in_Cuba


 

Major UN & Western Sanctions that are Currently Active 

 

How and why are embargoes implemented? 

The reason for the enforcement of embargoes is that nowadays diplomacy is on the              

front line. Active warfare is no longer a preferred choice. Currently, countries have             

implemented sanctions and embargoes against rival nations, or against certain individuals and            

entities in those countries, in order to control or challenge their actions. Usually, politically              

powerful countries or organizations use their influence on more dependent countries. For            

example, embargoes such as the one the EU enforces on other countries (see the section               

"Countries and organizations concerned"). Following diplomatic negotiations, if countries do          

not agree on a matter and the problem persists, they can choose the embargo strategy. 

 

The effects of embargoes on the population 

An economic embargo is not an embargo that directly targets a country's population,             

but it often ends up affecting the population in social sectors such as health and education.  

Although we cannot interfere with the right of a country to enforce an embargo,              

protection of the public must be encouraged at all times. Venezuela, for example, has been               

severely affected by embargoes. As observed in the table below, the macro-economy can be              

terribly affected, as the economy regresses and life becomes very difficult for the population. 

 

 

https://executivetechnology.wordpress.com/2014/04/04/major-un-western-sanctions-that-are-currently-active/


Venezuela: Growth rate of the real gross domestic product (GDP) from 2009 to 2021 

 

 

Is the public a victim? 

The public is not always 100% affected, but that doesn't mean it isn't affected at all. In                 

other words, if embargoes are directly or indirectly aimed at areas that concern the              

population, human rights violations may be anticipated. When a human rights violation is             

committed, the public can be clearly identified as the victim. Since embargoes and diplomatic              

relations cannot be banned, embargoes that do not have an effect on the population cannot be                

stopped either because this would lead to the limitation of a very large part of diplomatic                

relations. On the other hand, states, in maintaining diplomatic relations, must be aware of the               

differences between the brutal sanctions or embargoes that will affect the public and the              

diplomatic methods by which they try to convince the other country. Embargoes that do not               

have direct negative effects on populations, such as arms embargoes, should be emphasized             

and preferred. One example is the UN embargo on Iran. This embargo was an arms embargo,                

 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/370918/gross-domestic-product-gdp-growth-rate-in-venezuela/


with military consequences, and it ended on October 18, 2020 . The Iranian government             2

suffered the negative effects, but not the Iranian people. 

 

Major Parties Involved 

 

The United States 

After the failure of the Embargo Act of 1807, the U.S. federal government had little               

interest in implementing embargoes or economic sanctions against foreign countries until the            

twentieth century. U.S. trade policy then was entirely a matter of economic policy. After              

World War I, however, interest was revived as President Woodrow Wilson promoted such             

sanctions and embargoes as a national policy. Until today, the United States has introduced              

sanctions and embargoes against Iran, Syria, North Korea, Sudan, Cuba, Venezuela, Ukraine,            

Russia. It is necessary to draw attention to the trade war between China and the United States                 

which concerns, among others, the conflict with Hong Kong. In addition, apart from the              

embargoes already in place, it is recognized that American diplomacy regularly relies on             

threats of embargoes to negotiate to their own advantage as a great world power. 

 

Cuba 

Cuba is known for the US embargo crisis that was introduced in 1962 and which still                

continues. The reasons behind these embargoes are complex. There are several disputes            

between the two countries, such as the missile crisis of 1962, or the diplomatic crisis of 2017,                 

which led to new economic sanctions . In general, it can be said that the two countries have                 3

different ideologies and strategies that have persisted even after the end of the Cold War. The                

effects of the embargoes on Cuba involve a drop in nutritional levels, increased rates of               

infectious diseases and violent deaths, and the deterioration of public health infrastructures.            

However, despite these threats, mortality rates for children and women remain low. Much of              

2 

https://www.france24.com/fr/moyen-orient/20201018-pour-l-iran-l-embargo-des-nations-unies-sur-ses-armes-est-l

ev%C3%A9 

3 https://www.letemps.ch/monde/relations-entre-cuba-etatsunis-recul 

 

https://www.france24.com/fr/moyen-orient/20201018-pour-l-iran-l-embargo-des-nations-unies-sur-ses-armes-est-lev%C3%A9
https://www.france24.com/fr/moyen-orient/20201018-pour-l-iran-l-embargo-des-nations-unies-sur-ses-armes-est-lev%C3%A9
https://www.letemps.ch/monde/relations-entre-cuba-etatsunis-recul


the health impact of Cuba's economic decline has affected adult men and the elderly. As a                4

result, the entire Cuban population has been transformed, and is experiencing the long-term             

negative impact of this embargo by the United States, which retains the equivalent of US$6               

billion in financial claims against Cuba. In fact, the foreign debt increased by 53% between               

2013 and 2016, to US$ 18.2 billion. In total, the damage caused by the US blockade that has                  

been in place since 1962 has been quantified at more than US$ 135 billion. 

Map of Cuba 

 

China 

Arms embargoes against China were put in place by the United States and the              

European Union after the events in Tiananmen Square in 1989. Although the sanctions             

imposed on China by the US imply concrete export bans on the US list, the EU embargo does                  

not have this particularity, which leads to different interpretations of the ban by different EU               

states. In some European states, all military sales are prohibited; while in others, such as the                

United Kingdom, non-lethal military items are not considered to be covered by the embargo.              

Apart from EU embargoes, China is in a trade war with the US, forcing both nations to resort                  

4 https://www.lepoint.fr/monde/cuba-sous-le-coup-des-sanctions-americaines-peine-a-regler-ses-dettes-23-02-2020-2364065_24. 

 

https://geology.com/world/cuba-satellite-image.shtml
https://www.lepoint.fr/monde/cuba-sous-le-coup-des-sanctions-americaines-peine-a-regler-ses-dettes-23-02-2020-2364065_24.php


to their embargo strategies. The reason for this trade war is not really clear, but it can still be                   

said that the two most powerful nations in the world are trying to establish superiority over                

each other in the fields of technology and economy. This is why the current diplomacy               

between China and the United States includes many embargo threats, sanctions, blockades            

and embargoes. 

 

 

The United Kingdom 

The sanctions imposed by the United Kingdom consist of a variety of punitive             

measures, but the most common are financial sanctions, import/export and travel bans, and             

finally embargoes. The United Kingdom follows international procedures to implement          

international sanctions. Firstly, the United Nations imposes sanctions through Security          

Council resolutions. Secondly , the EU advocates a common position and introduces a             

European regulation directly applicable to countries. Finally, where appropriate, the UK           

introduces or amends secondary legislation on licensing and enforcement. As the UK            

officially left the EU on January 31, 2020, the withdrawal agreement stipulates that EU              

sanctions will only apply to the UK until 11 p.m. on December 31, 2020. 

 

 

 

United Nations 

The UN is an intergovernmental organization where member countries assemble to           

solve global challenges. It is an impartial organization, whose Security Council regularly            

implements embargoes, usually on arms, but it does not endorse all embargoes. Between             

1992 and 2019, the UN General Assembly issued 28 resolutions aimed at ending the              5

embargoes that the United States imposes on Cuba, stressing their illegal and anti-multilateral             

nature. 

 

 

5 https://news.un.org/fr/story/2019/11/1055621 

 

https://news.un.org/fr/story/2019/11/1055621


 

The International Society for Human Rights (ISHR) 

The International Society for Human Rights (ISHR) is a non-profit, non-governmental           

organization that works to defend human rights. It has the status of a participant in the                

Council of Europe and is a member of the NGO Liaison Committee to the Council of Europe.                 

The ISHD has effective consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the              

United Nations. This organization does not have a direct relationship with embargoes, but             

since it works in the area of human rights and humanitarian aid, it is important to consult this                  

organization, especially when people find themselves victims of a diplomatic situation. 

 

 

Iran 

Over the years, sanctions have taken a heavy toll on Iran's economy and people. Since               

1979, the United States has led international efforts to use sanctions to influence Iranian              

policies, including the uranium enrichment program, which Western governments claim is           

designed to develop the capacity to produce nuclear weapons. Iran retorts that its nuclear              

program is intended for civilian purposes, such as generating electricity, and for medical             

purposes. 

 

 

Syria 

On February 17, 2020, the foreign ministers of the European Union unanimously            

adopted new sanctions against eight Syrian businessmen and two Syrian entities because they             

financially supported the Syrian regime and thus the violent repression against its people. The              

program of sanctions against Syria implemented by the US Treasury Department (notably            

through OFAC, the Office of Foreign Assets Control), the EU, the UN and several other               

regulatory entities, was imposed in response to the Syrian government's support for            

international terrorism and violations of democratic and human rights in the country. Since             

their implementation, the sanctions have unfortunately not had a significant effect seeing the             

escalation of violence in the region. The sanctions currently imposed include trade            

 



restrictions, travel bans and asset freezes for certain Syrian officials, as well as a ban on                

Syrian investments by U.S. nationals.  

 

Amnesty International 

Amnesty International is an NGO, a global movement of more than 7 million people              

which works to protect the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human              

Rights. Since this organization works in the field of human rights and social welfare, its               

commitment sometimes amounts to condemning embargoes and blockades, when they          

threaten the fundamental rights of the population, as it did for the one in Gaza in 2018. 

 

European Union 

EU sanctions include both economic and non-economic sanctions. The EU Council           

imposes restrictive measures under the Common Foreign Security Policy (CFSP). (simplified           

procedures for customs cargo). Measures such as arms embargoes or travel restrictions are             

implemented directly by member states, which must act in accordance with CFSP Council             

decisions. Financial sanctions applied by the EU (including those of the United Nations)             

apply within the territory of the EU and to all EU individuals, wherever they are in the world                 6

. 

 

Recent Developments and Timeline of Key Events 

There have been many recent cases of embargoes and sanctions. First of all, attention              

must be drawn to the trade war between China and the United States: there is a great conflict                  

between these two countries that leads directly to embargoes, sanctions and threats of             

embargoes. One example is the ban on the sale of Huawei products, a Chinese company . 7

Embargoes and blockades are fluctuating. For Cuba, for example, in March 2016,            

President Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro agreed to allow commercial flights            

between the two countries for the first time in more than fifty years. On the contrary, in                 

6 

https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/services-aux-entreprises/sanctions-economiques/votre-bien-ou-votre-service-est-il-vise

-par-des-interdictions-ou-des-restrictions-commerciales 

7 https://www.cnetfrance.fr/news/huawei-sous-embargo-les-principales-dates-de-la-controverse-39880841.htm 

 

https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/services-aux-entreprises/sanctions-economiques/votre-bien-ou-votre-service-est-il-vise-par-des-interdictions-ou-des-restrictions-commerciales
https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/services-aux-entreprises/sanctions-economiques/votre-bien-ou-votre-service-est-il-vise-par-des-interdictions-ou-des-restrictions-commerciales
https://www.cnetfrance.fr/news/huawei-sous-embargo-les-principales-dates-de-la-controverse-39880841.htm


September 2017, President Trump proposed the withdrawal of two thirds of the staff of his               

embassy in Havana, and announced the return of travel restrictions.  

Then, another conflict recently arose between Turkey and the United States when            

Turkey purchased S400 missiles from the Russian government. As the United States saw the              

purchase of these missiles as a risk, a conflict began between the two countries. In the end,                 

the U.S. refused to sell the F35 fighter jets to Turkey.  

In addition, North Korea conducted many nuclear missile tests and publicly           

announced them. These tests were interpreted as dangerous therefore the UN acted            

accordingly. In 2006, the UN Security Council imposed sanctions in response to North             

Korea's first nuclear test. The sanction prohibited the supply of heavy weapons and certain              

luxury goods. In 2017, the Security Council announced new restrictions, extending to imports             

of oil and metals, agricultural exports, and labor exports. 

On July 5, 2018, the EU unanimously decided to extend the sanctions against Russia              

for at least another six months. The sanctions were imposed after Russia annexed the              

Ukrainian Crimean Peninsula in 201, and supported pro-Russian separatists fighting the           

government in eastern Ukraine. 

Venezuela, meanwhile, has been under a U.S. embargo, first on oil and then on all oil,                

since 2019 . Several official dignitaries and officials are also sanctioned by the European             8

Union (travel ban and freezing of assets), which has also imposed an arms embargo.  

Finally, the health and economic crisis of the coronavirus greatly aggravates the            

negative consequences of the embargoes, and should once again call into question their             

validity in view of the human damage they cause. In June 2020, Thomas Ojea Quintana,               

independent expert for the Human Rights Council , called on the United Nations Security             9

Council to "reconsider sanctions" against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea           10

(DPRK, or North Korea), in order to bring in as much food and medicine as possible, given                 

the serious humanitarian risks currently facing the country. A few weeks later, it was the               

8 https://www.lesoir.be/259583/article/2019-11-11/lunion-europeenne-prolonge-les-sanctions-contre-le-regime-de-maduro-au-venezuela 

9 

https://www.ouest-france.fr/sante/virus/coronavirus/coronavirus-l-embargo-americain-contre-cuba-complique-la-lutte-contre-le-virus-6807709 

10 https://news.un.org/fr/story/2020/06/1070542 

 

https://www.lesoir.be/259583/article/2019-11-11/lunion-europeenne-prolonge-les-sanctions-contre-le-regime-de-maduro-au-venezuela
https://www.ouest-france.fr/sante/virus/coronavirus/coronavirus-l-embargo-americain-contre-cuba-complique-la-lutte-contre-le-virus-6807709
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2020/06/1070542


High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Michelle Bachelet , who reiterated her call for             11

the lifting of sanctions against Venezuela. 

In June 2020, the UN also reaffirmed the importance of the agreement on             

Iran's nuclear programme through Under-Secretary-General Rosemary Dicario. The Security         

Council has also by the same token denounced the attitude of the United States towards Iran,                

speaking of "economic terrorism" to characterize its diplomacy. In September 2020, it was             

the turn of the International Criminal Court to strongly condemn the attitude of the United               

States, which ordered economic sanctions (freezing of possible assets and prohibition of            

access to the American financial system) against its prosecutor and a member of her office.               

These American attacks are unprecedented measures, carried out against an international           

judicial institution, and are described as very serious . 12

 

 

Involvement of the UN, Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions 

Here below are some resolutions and treaties that are related to embargoes, sanctions             

and their impacts: 

 

SPV 8584  

2020 

- CAR: The Security Council renews the arms embargo for one year while creating an              

exemption for rocket launchers.  

https://undocs.org/fr/S/PV.8584 
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2020/07/1074031 

 

A/RES/74/7 

2019 

- The need to lift the economic, commercial and financial blockade imposed on Cuba             

by the United States of America 

https://undocs.org/fr/A/RES/74/7  

11  https://news.un.org/fr/story/2020/09/1078262 

12  https://news.un.org/fr/story/2020/09/1076402 
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https://news.un.org/fr/story/2020/09/1076402


S/RES/2441 

NOVEMBER 5, 2018 

- Affirms the continuation of measures taken by other resolutions in the past on the              

arms embargo, travel ban, assets freeze and measures concerning illicit oil exports. 

 

S/RES/2385 

NOVEMBER 14, 2017 

- Explains respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of Somalia,           

Djibouti and Eritrea. It also stresses the importance of working to prevent            

destabilizing effects surrounding this area.  

 

S/RES/2374 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 

- Reaffirms its firm commitment to the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of            

Mali. It emphasizes that the primary responsibility lies with the Malian authorities and             

stresses the importance for the country to take ownership of initiatives in favor of 

peace and security.  

 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

It is obvious that imposing a complete ban on embargoes is not achievable since this               

is a crucial part of diplomacy. However, it is imperative to ensure that the fundamental rights                

of the populations are respected, aiming to reduce the direct and indirect negative impacts of               

these restrictive measures. NGOs such as the SIDH, the International Committee of the Red              

Cross or Amnesty International work to help the victimized populations by trying to             

guarantee vital needs such as food, drinking water, energy and medicines.  

Furthermore, in a forward-looking vision, the eleventh annual New York forum on            

economic sanctions , the work of the Association of Certified Specialists on Economic            13

Sanctions (ACSS ), as well as the resolutions and treaties previously mentioned (see: the             14

section "UN Involvement, relevant treaties and resolutions") are good examples of the            

13 https://www.orrick.com/fr-FR/Events/2020/12/ACI-11th-Annual-New-York-Forum-on-Economic-Sanctions 

14 https://sanctionsassociation.org/about-acss/ 

 

https://www.orrick.com/fr-FR/Events/2020/12/ACI-11th-Annual-New-York-Forum-on-Economic-Sanctions
https://sanctionsassociation.org/about-acss/


awareness of the inflation of economic sanctions, and the need to prevent their consequences              

on populations. 

 

Possible Solutions 
Firstly, it must be clarified that the victim populations and the stated objective of the               

embargoes are not linked and should not be linked in any way. A new regulation must be                 

envisaged that will make it possible to control and avoid the direct or indirect effects of the                 

embargoes on the population, in particular by highlighting abusive practices and tendencies            

to exaggerate threats or to take populations hostage.  

 

Collaboration with NGOs that have humanitarian objectives must never cease.          

Humanitarian aid centers can be formed in countries that are victims of embargoes.             

Campaigns can also be created through which missing goods can be transported with the help               

of volunteers. This aid should not lead to detour practices, nor should it help the authorities in                 

place.  

As the ECOSOC committee and its member states, our first priority must always be to               

encourage peaceful methods in diplomatic negotiations. Embargoes must be conceived in a            

multilateral perspective, putting pressure on political powers and not on people or a culture,              

with the objective of development and progressive understanding of all parties, without            

establishing monopolies. 
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