
 

 
 

Modèle Francophone International des 
Nations Unies en Eurasie 

2019 
 
 

RESEARCH REPORT 

 
 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
 

The Promotion of Minority Rights in East Asian Countries 
 

 
 

 
 



 

FORUM : Economic and Social Council  
ISSUE : The Promotion of Minority Rights in East Asian Countries 
STUDENT OFFICER : Semih İPEK 
POSITION : Vice-President 

 
 
Introduction 

 

As everyone knows, every person in the world has the right to enjoy basic rights to                

live and express themselves appropriately. It can easily be said that without these rights, life               

would be very hard for the people and that they would become totally dependent on those                

they would serve. For this reason alone, the United Nations is concerned with human rights, a                

necessity for all human beings. 

 

Minority rights in East Asian countries such as China, Japan, Mongolia, North Korea,             

the Republic of Korea, Hong Kong and Macau are causing a huge debate between              

governments and the people. It is questioned that most of these governments do not support               

and adequately protect the rights of minorities by law. 

 

There are various ethnic groups in East Asia - the most important being Han, Joseon               

and Yamato. Many, however, are among the minorities and in China alone, for example,              

there are 55 ethnic minorities. It is therefore crucial to be aware of the diversity of these                 

groups and the need to treat them equitably. 

 

Even though some minority groups are protected by law, there are still many people              

discriminated against and excluded from the community because of their ethnicity. 

 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

 

Minorities 

Percentage of the global population distinguished by ethnicity, culture or religion. 



 

Indigenous people 

Also called "first peoples" or "indigenous peoples", they are the first inhabitants of a              

region despite the subsequent arrival of colonizing groups. 

 

Discrimination 

Distinction that excludes different people from the population on the basis of their             

ethnicity, religion, culture, disability. Unfair or prejudicial treatment of different categories of            

people, including race, age or sex. 

 

Persecution 

Cruel or iniquitous treatment of a person over a long period of time because of race,                

religion or political beliefs. Abuse that can be implemented with the agreement of the              

government. In other words, an illegal or incorrect treatment that states apply to some of their                

own citizens. 

 

Racism 

The belief that people's qualities are influenced by their race and that members of              

other races can not be considered in a similar way. The resulting unfair treatment for               

members of other races or ethnicities. 

 

General Overview 



 

 

 

 https://peoplesunderthreat.org/  

 

 

 

Sexual Differences 

In East Asia, discrimination between men and women is generally based on culture and              

employment. Dutch social psychologist Gerard Hendrik Hofstede (2001: p. 281) states: "In            

short, men are supposed to be insured, competitive and tough. Women are supposed to              

assume tender roles ... different societies present different distributions of power between the             

sexes. " 

Due to these stereotypes and state infrastructure, it is harder for women to get a job at will.                  

Some states like China have legislated to solve this problem. For example, China's 2007              

Employment Promotion Law prohibits discrimination based on ethnicity, race, sex, religious           

beliefs and migrant status. 

 

 

Ethnic and Religious Differences 

The question of ethnic minorities in East Asia is a very complex problem, linked to a                

history rich in migration, and unequal political structures. This structural inequality slows the             

process of recognizing different ethnicities in their identity. It is sometimes accompanied by             

https://peoplesunderthreat.org/


 

racism or state religious persecution, as seen with the Rohingya in Burma or with Christians               

in North Korea. Among the many minorities still seeking to have their rights or culture               

recognized in East Asia include Chins in Burma, Ainu or Burakamin in Japan, Mongolians,              

Tibetans and Uyghurs in China, and (Han Chinese) in Mongolia ... There are also other               

minorities, including Chinese, Japanese, American and Russian groups, in North Korea. At            

the same time, several countries have emerged as asylum countries for minorities deprived of              

their rights: South Korea, Taiwan, Macao, Japan, Hong Kong, or Mongolia. 

 

 

Governance  

In East Asia, although governments have stated that they are taking the necessary              

measures to prevent discrimination between citizens on the basis of their ethnicity, there are              

persistent problems in this regard. Some states still consider minorities, notably because of             

certain independence movements, as a probable and terrorist risk. Minorities then suffer            

particularly from state persecution as well as racist exclusions and abuses from a partly              

xenophobic population. In addition, the absence of specific laws to protect and recognize             

minorities gives rise to social and political conflicts, which often end in unlawful detention,              

imprisonment or death, as is the case in China with the Uyghurs. 

 

 

Uyghur Turks in China 

China is the most populous country in the world with 1,420,574,479 inhabitants and             

includes 56 ethnic groups. Not all minority groups have the same living conditions because of               

different government policies, which can not all be described as discriminatory. One of the              

most recent problems is the illegal detention and trial of Uighurs living in the Xinjiang               

region, a semi-autonomous region with independentist tendencies and one-sixth of China's           

territory. The Chinese government has embarked on a major acculturation and indoctrination            

enterprise through "re-education programs" for adults, and through compulsory boarding          

schooling, with the aim, claimed by Beijing, of transforming an entire generation of young              

people. Muslims in Hans, the majority ethnic group in China. The Uyghur language, yet one               



 

of the official languages of the country, is prohibited. The goal can be clearly labeled as                

ethnocide: to cut children out of family and cultural ties to annihilate an ethnic group. 

Since August 2016, and the arrival at the head of the country of Chen Quanguo, a senior                 

official previously stationed in Tibet, Xinjiang, which represents one sixth of the total area of               

the country, has tipped into totalitarianism. The repression falls on the minorities Uyghur,             

Kazakh, Hui and Kyrgyz. These populations are subject to state-of-the-art police surveillance,            

with theft of biometric data, spyware on phones, and travel bans without special permission.              

Refusing to drink alcohol or giving a Muslim name to his baby may be enough to be                 

convicted of "religious extremism". 

In classic detention, since 2017, a large-scale extrajudicial detention campaign has been            

added. It is known that in these camps, people are tortured and persecuted in order to force                 

them to learn Mandarin Chinese, to change their religion and to take oaths of loyalty to                

President Xi Jinping. Lastly, the aim is to control the births of two Uyghur parents, called                

"low quality", and the unmarried Hans of the East are encouraged to marry a Uyghur woman,                

always with the aim of destroying this ethnic group. The goal of the Chinese government is                

twofold: to set an example by destroying any hint of independence on the part of minority                

ethnic groups, and of course having control over this huge territory that is Xinjiang, on the                

border of 8 countries. and rich in oil, gas and minerals. 

The Uyghur population suffers unprecedented repression 

https://www.lesechos.fr/monde/chine/comment-pekin-utilise-une-appli-mobile-pour-traquer-l

es-musulmans-ouighours-1015589 

https://www.lesechos.fr/monde/chine/comment-pekin-utilise-une-appli-mobile-pour-traquer-les-musulmans-ouighours-1015589
https://www.lesechos.fr/monde/chine/comment-pekin-utilise-une-appli-mobile-pour-traquer-les-musulmans-ouighours-1015589


 

 

 

Major Parties Involved 

 

 

 

China 

With its 56 ethnic groups and its large territory including many border countries,             

China is obviously a key country in the fight for the respect of minority rights in Asia.                 

Unfortunately, in 2019, Reporters Without Borders ranks China 177th out of 180 countries in              

its World Press Freedom Index. The Chinese government is already known for its internal              

difference with Tibetans and for suppressing the spiritual movement of Falun Gong. Today,             

the repression comes down on the Uyghurs, and an impressive statistic says that 21% of all                

the arrests in China took place in Xinjiang, according to the Chinese defenders of human               

rights. 

 

Japan 

The Japanese government has already approved an anti-hate law in 2016, which aims             

to prevent hate speech and discrimination against minority groups, such as Koreans from             

Zainichi. Despite this law, xenophobic groups continue to form to provoke Koreans.           

 

 



 

Hong Kong 

Recently, in Hong Kong, Nepali citizens and several other minorities were victims of             

discrimination, such as the assault of xenophobes who wore white uniforms during the attack              

on Yuen Long in July 2019. Police interposed, criticizing a discriminatory attack. It is              

expected that the authorities will oppose these dissensions and solve the problem to ensure              

peace in the region. 

Hong Kong’s non-chinese ethnic minorities. 

https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2137821/hong-kong-must-see-it

s-young-ethnic-minorities-asset-not 

 

Macau 

Although the Macau government has made efforts to deal with complaints of people               

of Portuguese and Macanese descent, members of both groups claim that they have not been               

treated equally by the Chinese majority. On the other hand, Macao does not have a law that                 

incriminates a person because of his sexual preferences such as sexual orientation or             

same-sex marriages. 

 

Mongolia 

https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2137821/hong-kong-must-see-its-young-ethnic-minorities-asset-not
https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2137821/hong-kong-must-see-its-young-ethnic-minorities-asset-not


 

Mongolia reaffirmed the 2010 Universal Declaration of Human Rights by agreeing to            

preserve the rights of minorities as a major duty to fulfill. Nevertheless, in 2011, he was                

ranked in the lower half of the list of non-respectful minority groups. In the absence of                

essential laws, minorities are still victims of discrimination. 

 

 

 

North Korea 

The Huffington Post (HP) said North Korea is the worst religious persecutor in the               

world. Kim Jong-un, the current leader of North Korea, has opened numerous "repair" camps              

in the country. Most of these camps keep people of unofficial faith. According to a report by                 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide: "Since 1953, at least 200,000 Christians have disappeared. If            

they are caught by the regime, unauthorized Christians may be arrested, tortured or even              

publicly executed. Those who believe in Buddhism also risk "imprisonment, forced labor,            

poor living and sanitation, abuse, violence and torture". 

 

The persecution of Christians (here, some Catholics praying in a Pyongyang church in 2003) is 

increasing in Asia, not only in North Korea, but also in India and Burma, through processes of forced 

Hinduization. 

http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20170111-persecution-contre-chretiens-monde-asie-coree-nord 

 

http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20170111-persecution-contre-chretiens-monde-asie-coree-nord


 

 

Republic of Korea 

The UN has asked the Republic of Korea to develop its minority framework and laws                

in its country. Phil Robertson, deputy director of Human Rights Watch for Asia, said:              

"Democracy in South Korea will remain incomplete until the government acts to end             

discrimination and revoke laws that violate fundamental rights" . This suggests that there is              

still no adequate and adequate legislation on minority rights. 

 

 

Taiwan 

Despite the adoption of the "Law of 2001 on the protection of indigenous labor rights",                

aimed at guaranteeing the same access to employment for people of Malayo-Polynesian            

origin, this attempt failed. The unemployment rate for Aboriginal people is twice as high as               

the national unemployment rate. 

 

Recent Developments and Timeline of Key Events 

 

 
May 18th 1896 

The US Supreme Court rules in the Plessy 
versus Ferguson case found that the “separate 
but equal” doctrine of Jim Crow laws to be 
constitutional (Duignan). 

January 30th 1933 Adolf Hitler becomes the new Chancellor of 
Germany, marking the beginning of the Nazi 
Third Reich (“The Third Reich”). 

 March 12th 1942 The military-controlled relocation of the 
Japanese-Americans begin in the United 
States of America (“Japanese Internment 
Camps”). 

December 10th 1948 The UN General Assembly passes the 
International Bill of Human Rights 
(International Bill of Human Rights). 
 

 December 21st  1965 The International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 



 

Discrimination is signed (International 
Convention on the Elimination). 
 

December 16th 1966 The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights are signed (International Covenant 
on Civil) (International Covenant on 
Economic). 
https://www.ohchr.org/fr/professionalinterest

/pages/ccpr.aspx  

May 31st 1984 Chinese law on "Autonomy of Ethnic 
Regions" is signed. It stipulates in particular 
that the organizations of the autonomous 
regions must protect their nationalities and 
develop the language specific to each of 
them. 

December 20th 2006 
 

L’Assemblée générale des Nations Unies 
adopte le 
Charte internationale des droits de l'homme 
(Charte internationale des droits de 
l'homme). 
https://www.ohchr.org/fr/professionalinterest
/pages/conventionced.aspx  
 
 

September 29th 2016 The People's Republic of China launched 
their third National Human Rights Action 
Plan. (National Human Rights Action Plan of 
China). 
http://french.xinhuanet.com/chine/2016-09/2
9/c_135722513.htm 
 

August 9th 2018 The State Council of the Republic of Korea 
embarked on National Human Rights Action 
Plan. (National Human Rights Action Plan of 
the Republic of Korea). 

https://www.ohchr.org/fr/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/fr/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/fr/professionalinterest/pages/conventionced.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/fr/professionalinterest/pages/conventionced.aspx
http://french.xinhuanet.com/chine/2016-09/29/c_135722513.htm
http://french.xinhuanet.com/chine/2016-09/29/c_135722513.htm


 

August 10th 2018 The United Nations and Human Rights 
Watch denounce for the first time the 
persecution of Uyghurs, organized for the 
official purpose of fighting against religious 
extremism. 
https://www.france24.com/fr/20180817-chin

e-xinjiang-onu-ong-alarme-ouighours-camps

-internement 

 
 

https://www.france24.com/fr/20180817-chine-xinjiang-onu-ong-alarme-ouighours-camps-internement
https://www.france24.com/fr/20180817-chine-xinjiang-onu-ong-alarme-ouighours-camps-internement
https://www.france24.com/fr/20180817-chine-xinjiang-onu-ong-alarme-ouighours-camps-internement


 

Involvement of the UN, Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions 
Due to lack of definite documents about the issue between East Asian states and              

minorities, it can be found below sundry ones which can help to get an idea about the UN's                  

remark on the grievance. 

 

Effective promotion of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National 

or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities Resolution, in 28 February 1997. 

(A/RES/51/91) 

https://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/51/ares51-91.htm 

 

 

Combined seventeenth to nineteenth periodic reports submitted by the Republic of 

Korea under article 9 of the Convention, 17 November 2017. (CERD/C/KOR/17-19) 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=

CERD%2FC%2FKOR%2F17-19&Lang=en 

 

Opinion of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination under article 14 

of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (eighty-sixth session) (CERD/C/86/D/51/2012) 

https://socialprotection-humanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/G1512349.pdf 

 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination           

Adopted and opened for signature and ratification by General Assembly resolution           

2106 (XX) of 21 December 1965  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cerd.aspx 

 

 

 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue  
After the formation of the UN, with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,             

discrimination has been identified as an unacceptable way of thinking. Despite the treaties             

https://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/51/ares51-91.htm
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2FC%2FKOR%2F17-19&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2FC%2FKOR%2F17-19&Lang=en
https://socialprotection-humanrights.org/casenum/cerdc86d512012/
https://socialprotection-humanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/G1512349.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cerd.aspx


 

signed, the conventions and the positive attempts to put an end to discrimination, on the               

occasion of the rebuttal and the irregularity of certain countries, these regulations have failed              

several times. 

 

Possible Solutions 
First, countries must have elaborate and practical solutions to the problem. Since            

governments will review and critique each aspect of the proposed solutions, it would be more               

effective for each proposal to be already mentioned in one way or another in the previous                

regulations of the countries concerned, and to be accurately written and explained in detail. 

The discussed proposals should be long-term because the issue is extremely           

complicated. Proposals must be detailed and include in-depth clauses and measures that will             

prevent past problems from being repeated. 

Given that the problem concerns East Asian countries, it may be more useful to find               

practical solutions focusing on specific regions such as Xinjiang, China, Japan, North Korea             

etc. This effort of precision can show the other members that the resolutions aim to present                

urgent and specific solutions to these immediate problems. 

Finally, member states that do not comply with past treaties or conventions must be              

subject to restrictions by the United Nations. The countries that signed the resolutions must              

comply with them because of the possibility of a fine, or political and commercial sanctions. 

 

 

Further Reading 

 
I. https://www.iris-france.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Asia-Focus-99.pdf 

Cavalli, I. (2019, janvier) Les Défis du nationalisme ouÏghour. Iris. 

Programme Asie. 
II. https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01294191/document Culas, C. (2016, 3     

octobre) Construire et gérer les ethnicités en Asie du Sud-Est : cultures,            

politiques et développement. HAL, archives ouvertes. 

https://www.iris-france.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Asia-Focus-99.pdf
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01294191/document


 

III. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8136043.stm N.d. (2019, 6 juillet)     

China’s main ethnic minorities. BBC News. 

IV. https://minorityrights.org/fifty/ MRG. (2019) Minority Rights Group.  

V. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FzbHyLYy Forget, A. (2019, 14 mai)      

Les OuÏghours, une population méprisée en Chine. France 24. 
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